
Local Places for Nature Officer  
 
 

As we enter a new term I would like to welcome all new councillors and 
introduce myself; my name is Rachel Carter and I am the ‘Local Places for 
Nature’ officer at One Voice Wales. 
 
I live in the village of Pennard on the Gower peninsula, and I am in my 
second term as a community councillor, with a special interest in 
environmental and community projects. 
 
Local places for nature is a capital funding programme set up by Welsh 
government to halt and reverse the decline of biodiversity in Wales. Under 

the ‘Environment act 2016’ all local authorities have a section 6 duty to maintain and enhance 
biodiversity. We want to see our member councils taking part and encourage their community 
to get involved in this exciting scheme.  
 
As Town and Community councils you are well placed to develop the environmental wellbeing 
of the areas you serve, and One voice Wales is uniquely placed to help you deliver the local 
places for nature programme. 
 
Welsh government has declared a climate emergency and enacted a nature recovery plan. We 
want to help our councils take part in creating ‘Nature on the doorstep’ for your communities and 
leaving a legacy for future generations. Our shared experiences during the Covid pandemic had 
shone a spotlight on the importance of nature and green spaces in our communities and the vital 
role of local democratic bodies like yours. 
 
This capital funding programme will give you an opportunity to implement projects to increase 
biodiversity and change your communities for the future. 
 
My role within One Voice Wales is to help all Community and Town councils to facilitate these 
types of projects. I will be your specialist point of contact; from generating the initial ideas, getting 
community engagement, making a successful bid for capital funding and setting up and 
maintaining the projects. 
 
Funding is available from £10,000 up to £250,000 for larger projects, but projects can be any 
size. They range from changing mowing practices, and community growing gardens to 
establishing orchards, meadows, nature reserves and lots more. There are also free garden 
packages available.  
 
I would like to have an opportunity to make a presentation 
to your council and further explain the programme’s 
objectives and the funding streams available to you 
 
I look forward to meeting you all soon. 
 
Thank you.  
 


